et THEWOREDOF

GLAMOUR GANG" Dgf"ﬂﬂ’ Yoo

Jackie Kennedy/siSecrettiolaayadidec

5 eraculﬂus
ilt Frnrﬁ Junk

ey







lope in the bathreom, we 19th-century ebonised heechframed mirmors
hang above the double sink. Above: Jamb's 5t James' chimney piece was
inspared by the mid-18th-century marbde surrcund in the bedroom. The

crewelwork |‘.l-l'd-1]JF'l-':-H'| 1% an earhy 2Mthcentury enpy of a late 1Fih-cenmry
English design. Opposite: the 1903 painting of a fish was s find st Ardingly
amtspise fuir, while the |1'i]:l|:h|'.lp-|'.l[:1|'|:|l.u akud! 85 3 relic of Will"s [ormer Nar

well, maybe one more thing..." The sale includes
the contents of Will's previous flat ( We! June 2001)
which he couldn't bear to part with when he sold
the place: a combinalion of antique and modern
pieces that created *an amalgam of two worlds, very
sparse, quite masculine in feel’. ‘I think he was hop-
ing to go back to his bachelor ways,” says Charlotie,
“s0 hekept his entire flat in a container.” ' It was per-
fectly preserved,” Will adnsits, T didn’t find any cx-
girlfriends in there, though.’

What remained in the house was mostly a matter
of practicality, The dining table and the conple's
brass bed were kept, even il chairs and sofas weren't
("We're going to have tosit on the floor for 30 years,”
laughs Will). Perhaps to Charlotte's relief, much of
the natural-history collection has gone, although
Will Batly refused w part with his favourite antelope
head. “It was symbaolic, a lucky charm,” he insists. ‘[
thought it bad been stolen, so when [ found itagain
it just didn’t make sense to let it go. Things that have
pone rusang hke that acquire a lependary status.”* As
had the kitchen clock tha Wil b||_'||_|_tﬂ'_||! when e was
M and was delighted to rediscover, “T"ve been Llook-
ing for it for five years, my life has been miserable
without it," he grins. “But when [ walked into the
showroam, Christic’s grabbed it,”

At least Christie™s couldn't take the kitchen: a
brick-tiled homage to “the below-stairs, less sophis-
ticated parts of grand country houses’, and a larger
version of the kitchen in Will's bachelor pad. While
that earlier incarnation had a more industrial feel,
with a Smeg cooker and metal cabinets, here there's
an Aga, flagstones and an island fitted with custom-
made wooden drawers, ‘It makes far more sense
here, because it’s in a basement, and because of the
date of the house,” Will explains. “So it’s appropriate,
but it's also the most functional it could be, Tt gets
the job done.” Georgian simplicity wis the organis-
ing principle inside the house, bur outside, says Will,
grinning: ‘Charlotte always says | became Liberace.
Atthe end of the garden - an “actually kind of fabu-
lous’ tangle of brambles and climbing roses when the
family first moved in - they created a gated classical
water garden adorned with huge ferns and archi-
tectural fragments. In the decp pool, enormous koi
carp move in slow, mesmerising circles, arresting
even Will's attention.

His energy and enthusiasm are such that it"s a
fair bet that the house won't remain empty for long;
a3 he is keen to emphasise: “The sale isn't an end-
ing, it's a beginning - or a frecze-frame, at least.’
Charlotte agrees. "Will will just carry on buying,’
shee says, "but maybe this gives us a chance to take
things more slowly. His first brief is to buy some
new comify chairs for his mum'm
The Collection af Wil Fisher wall be sold af Christie’s South
Kensington om 2 Feb (020 7930 6074 christies comm), The
otz cant e wiewed af fark, 107a Pimtico Rd, Lonidon SW1
(00 7730 2122; famnblimited com), from 28 Jan to | Feb



